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Dear Sir:-Inclosed find a copy of the Uimarron Territory Organic Act 


Council Bill.No.10.I came acrossed a Copy of the Benton Vounty Banner 
of March Cen tt A at Benton No Mans Land.I think you were interest ed 


in this. ee | ea Clee [pepe aa 


Resp Yours. 
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Beaver, Beaver County,Oklahorma.` Tuesday March 12"1889, a ae Coy 
? RAS 
The Territorial Gouncil met at Beaver Tuesday the 12th inst at 2p. ros HI oe x 
noon was spent in speaking on the condition of adopting some organic act. 


Wednesday morning business resumed by declaring the seats of all members, 
who n not qualified vacant and filling them with other men that would take 


an active part. fhe Judicary Committee was then called on for their report. 


An a time was asked for by the committee, after which they reported the | 


following act, which was adopted by the essombly and arrangements made to 
submit it to the people for their adoption or regsction on the 23d day of 
April. 


‘Council Bill No.10. 


Be it enacted by the Ferritory Council of Cimarron 
ereceel ee. 


Sec.1 That a a gencral election shall be held in sach precinct town or neighbor- 
Da- throu he territory on the 22 day of April 1889, for the elsction of 
Ferritorial, County and precint Officers and hold between tHe hours of 8 A.M. 


and 6 P.M. 
Seco.2 That all male persors citizens Qf ths U.S.Aliens who have declared their 
intentions to become such and residents of respective precints shall be 


eligible to vote and hold office. 


Sec.5---That ths County Commissioner shall have power to appoint all election 
officers 3 Judges election in each voting precint who shall appoint 2 
Glerks.Except in Counties where County,Organizations have not been 
adopted.?hen the dslection board shall be chosen from the bystanders 

- on the morning of olecti day before the hour of opening the pobls,. 
Se0.4---That there shall bs two poOllebooks and two oe sheets kept, one of 
ı which shall be returned to the County Clerk as soon as possible after 
holding election except Courties where there is u9 County organizat- 
ion returns shall be mad to tno territorial Secretary. 


ANNOUNCEMENT... 


*orritory in council 


Dr.J.R~Linlsy of Beaver City will be a candidats for Governor of Cimarron 
Territory subject to the decision of the ferritorial convention to be held 
in Beaver City April 6th 1889. -~ 

Territirial Advocate Please copy and sand bill to this office. 


| Territorial Council. 
i f 


, Senators. 
C.Owtngs 
O.K.Rogers EH. BLkl r 
© Q0.L.MoClung J.ReLinləy 
/ Thos Black J.B.Nicholas. J.W.Savage. 
DELEGATES. 
/ l J.Slaven | a 
| . B.T.Birmingham ete : 
John Hastwood Joseph Hunter, 


John Walburn. 


T.P.Braidwood, Torritorial Secretary, 
Dr. 0.G.Chase, Delegate elsct to tho 5lst Congress, and andorssd hy the above | 


named Council, 
/ 
j 
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Preamble, ` 
Whereas;We the people of Cimarron Territory have for three’ years made every 
effort in our power to secure Congressional recognition guaranteBing to us 
and out posterity the rights of a republican form of Government as contem= 
Plated in Artical 4 of Section 4,of the Constitution of the United States,and 


Whereas ;Every effort has been ignored,our request and petitions denidd,ard 
our Delegate elected by a majority of our people to represent our wants ard 
necessities,in the 50"vongresshas been refused the right to a voice in this 
nation notwithstanding we have at least 15.000 intelligent American vitizens 
about one half arsx the heads of families are soldiers who fought to perpet - 
uatethe Union of States; Therefore, ; 


Resolved by the Territorial Gounsil Assembly of Cimarron Territory in joint 


Council assembled and by the soverign of this Territory when ratified- by their 
votes tha we have just cause for complaint. 


In November 1888 the-Third.Territorial election was held which resulted in 
the election of a legislative assemnly composed of 9 Senators and 14 repre- 
sentatives with T.P.Braidwood as Territorial Secretary, 

Therefore in view of the aforesaid facts and greivances,the better tò emble 
our people to hdve a system of public schools and local courts all over this 
Territory ,the following is respecffully submited to the soverign voters for 
their ratifican or rejection on the 23" day of April I889 as their organic 


act. | 


ORGANIG ACT. 


Section -1To perpetuate the Territory of Cimarron,secure \the public lands 
therein to actual settlers,remove unlawful enclosures therefrom and for other 
purposes3 ; ieee 
Territ of Cimarron in Council assembled that all that part of the anorg an- 


ized territory of the United States acquired from Texas in, the Year A.D. 1850 
tying south of the States of Kansas and VColorado,and between the Indian Territc- 
tory and New tlexico~and North of the State of rexas,the same being known as 


` the Public Land Strip,the boundaries of which have been established by a survey 
of the exterior township lines ,be and is hereby erected and established into 


a territory of the United States to'be known and called the Territory of Cimar- 
ron : and a Territorial Governmerit ` “therefore is hereby perpetuated, 


& 


Section 2,That the executive authority, in and overs said rerritory of Cimar- : 
ron shall be invested in a Governor who shall be elected by the people as herein® 


provided for,or appointed by the President of the United States.The Govenmr 


shall reside in said Territory,bo Commander in Chief of the Militia and sha 11 
hold his office for four years,unless sooner removed. He may grant pardon and 


respite for offences against the laws of said Territory ; and reprive for 
offenses against, the la& of the United States,until the decision of the 
President of the United/States can be made known thereon. 


He shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the 
laws of said Territory and shall take care that the laws shall be faithfully 
executed and exercive reciprocal] right with the Governors of other Territories 
and States in the return of crimnals and in case of his absence or inability 


rom other cause the duties devolving upon him shall for the time being be 
performed* by the Secretary of said Territory. : 

Séction 3. rpaêt there shall be a Secretary.of said Territory appointed by 
the President by and with the Consent of the Senate,who shall reside therein 
and hold his office for 4 years unless sooner Yremoved,Heshall record and 
be ais all laws and proceedings of the legislative assembly herein after 
constituted and all the Acts and Proceedings of the Governor am in his ex- 
cutive department.He shall transmit one copy of the laws and Journal of the 


Legislative Assembly within 90 days after the end of each session and one 
copy of the executive proceedings and official corespondence semi annually 


on the first day January,July in each year to the President of the United 
States, and 2 copies of the laws to the Prestdent of the Senate and 2 to the 
Speaker of the House of l t 
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and two Copies of the laws to the President of the Jenate,and two to the 
Speaker of tho Kouse pg erate for the use of Conzress provided 
that in the first eddition of tho laws of seid Territory shall be embodied 
the Gonstitution of United States and the orgenic act of said Torritory. sf 
Sect Whet the Legislative power and authority of said Territory shall be 


vested in the Govenor and a legislative assembly. The Legislative assembly 
skall consist of a Senate and a house of Representatives.The Senate shall 
consist of Nine members and may be increased to twelve, The House of Represe iit 
ators ghall consist of Foubteen members whioh mey be inoressed to 24. 

Every member of the Senate or house of Representatives shall possess the 
quelifications of a legal votor in seid Zerritory as hereinafter prescribed 
and be en actual racident within the District or County for which he may be 
elected, and ahell be elected for a torm of Two Yerrs.. The mmber of persons 
authorized to be elected in each district-for either branch of the legislet- 
ive assembly receiving the highest er of votes shell be declared by the 
Govenor as elected and hə shell ctu foort ficates to be issued by the 
Secretary of the territory to the persons elected. The persons thus elected 
to bho legislative assembly shall meet eat such time end place es the goverer 
shell appoint,but thereafter tho time,placw and manner of holding all elect- 
ions by the people, and of organizing the territory into counties or dis- 
tricts and the apportioning of representation in each house of the legislative 
rarr | shell be prescribed by law as elso the day of the commencement of 
future. Regular sessions of the lerislative Asserbly and the ‘place et which 
such sessions shall be held; Provided,that n> session shell exesed the term 
of 40 dayS except the first session, which mey be continued for sixty days, 
but no longer, $ sai 


SƏC.Ö That every male person lewfully domiciled in or an inhabitant of seid 


Territory at tho time of baid first election being 21 years of age ond e 
citizen of the U.S. or who has declered his intention of becoring such shall 
bo held and considered a legal voter at said first eloction,send thereafter 
the quelificetions of a voter shall be defined and declered by lew. 


Section 6,That the Senate,when Assembled shell chose a President and other 


REE officers perpe and Das ruan or Representatives a eee 

& er necessea © cers and servants,esc cousa she 2a of the 

quali #acations and’ return of it own members. 8 Ha jority Bd nuh Wouce the 
constitute a Quorum fo do business but a ameller number may adjourne from 
day to day I the attendance of absent members in such menner and 
under such penalties ag ezch house shell provide. each branch of the le 
islative Assembly shell keep a Journal and determine the rules of thx 1 
pronogninge and may punish a member for disorderly behavior end with the 
conctirrence of two thirds expel a member but not a second tire for the 
same offencs. 5 

Sa0.7.That after the First session of tha legislative Assembly as kerein 

provided for,there shell be en annuel session thereof. at such place avd 
at such time aa may have boen fixed by law,the Govennpr shall byve Proole- 
mation ommsans Convene the first’ Legislative Assembly efter not less than 
$0 days Notice Published in two or more newspapors printed or published 

. within seid Territory. | 


Sec.8, That the legislative power of the Territory shell extend to right- 

full subjects of legisl: tion consistant with the constitution of the U.S. 

end the provisions of this adt,und no law shell be pesses tnterfeering 

with the primary disposel of the sare, ’ 

SocA. thet gll Township,District and County, Officces not herein ors 
C 


provided for shall be appointed or elected, as the case maybe in su 
manner a98/shall be prov Rod by the ninata and legisletive Assembly of 


a 
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_ the Territory.the Governor ahell nominated end by and with the advice and 
_Ssonsent /of the Senate appoint all officers not herein otherwise provided 
for and in the figst instance the Governor shell appoint all of said efr 
Officers who ahll hold their offices until the end of the first legislative 
Assembly and he shall lay of the necessary dirtricts for members of: the 
Biden and House of Representotives,and all other officers not herein 
prov Is 
Sec.10.thet no mmber of the Legislative Assembly shell hold or ba appointe 4 
‘to any office which ahall have b< en created or the selary or emoluments of 
which shall have been increased while he wes a member or during the term 
_ for which he was elected and for one year after the expiration of such tat 
| term except for the first session of said territopy and no person holding 
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& commission or appointment under the ss allies Post Masters shall bea 
member of the legislative Assembly,or,shall hold any office under the Govern- 


a 


ment of said Territory, 
Section 11.1 at the Judicial Power of said territory shall be vested in District 
Courts ,Probate Courts County Courts. and in Justice of ‘the Peace Courts. 


the District’ Courts shall consist of a Judge who spall hold a term of Court 


ab the seat of Governmemt,of sadd Territory semi annually and at two other 
placos to be designated, by the legislative Assembly,and he shall hold his 
office during a period of four yoars.the said Territory shall be devided into 
thres Judicial Districts nd a District Court sh all bə held in oach of said 
Districts by the District budge at such time and place as may be prescribed 
by law.the said Judge shall after his appointment restde in one of said District 
the Jurisdiction of the Districts Courta herein provided for and that of the 
Probate Court, @ounty, Courts and Justice of the Peace Courts.shell be limited `. 
and.defined by law.provided that Justice of the Peace and Probate Courts shal 1 
not have jurisdiction of any matter incontroversy where the titie or boundries 

of land may be in dispute or were the debt‘or sum claimed shall exceed $150.00 
and the said District Court shall possess Chancery aswell as common law juris- 
diction and authority for redress,of sll wrongs committed arainst the Constit- 
tution or laws of the U.S.or of the Territory offending persons or property. 
each District Court of the Judge thereof shall appoint his clerk who shall 
be also the register in chancery and shall keep his office at the place where 
the Courts may be-held.writs of error bills of exceptions and: appeals shall be 
eli bo allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said District Courts 

Qo the Supreme Court of the U.S.in the same manner end.ynder the same regulatiovs 


ae from the Circuit Courts of the U.S.and each of the said: District Courts, 


shall/ have and exercise the game jurisdiction in all cases, arising under the 
constitution and laws of the United States,as is vested in the circuit end 
DAstrict Courts of the said Territory and the Judges thereof shall and may 

t writa of Habeas Corpus in all cases in which the same are grantable by t 
the Judge of the U.S.in the District of Columbiaeaand the first six days of every 
tarm or so much. thereof as may be necessary shall be appropfiated to the trial 

of cases arising under said constitution end lawsgnd writs of error and writ 

of appeal in all such cases shall be made to-the supreme court of the U.S. 

the same as other case. - - 

Sec. l2.That there shall be. appointed an Attorney of the United States for said 


Tarritory,who shall continue in office-for four years;unless sooner removed by 
thecPresident.There shell also e a. Marshall for the Territory appointed, who 
shall: hold his office for four vears,unless sooner removed by the President . 


He shall executesall processes icsuing from the said courts whon sxercising 


their jurisdiction as a District or Circuts Courts of the United States. 


a 


That the Governor,Secrstary,Chisf Justice and two Associate Justices, Attorney 
and Marshall shall be nominated be nominated by and with the consent and adviege 
othe Senate appointed by the President ,of the U.S.The Governor and -Secretary 
to be appointed as aforesald shall before they shall act as such svectfully 
take an oath ór affirmation,before sany one duly authorized to administer an 
Oath or affirmation by the tarms in force in said Territory or befors the 


'. Chief Justice or some &sgocistos Justice of_ the Supreme Court of the United- 


States,to support the constitution of the U.)S.and the laws of Cimarron Territory 
and to faitfully discharge the duties of théir respective offices,which said 
Oath,when so taken ahall.be certified by the person by tiks whome the oath shall 
have been administered and such cartificate shall be received and recorded by: 
the Secretary among the executive proceedings, And the District Judge and all 
other oivil officers in said Territory before they act as such shall take a 
like oath or affirmation be fora the said Governor-of Sécretary or some Judge 
or Justice of the Peace,of the Tprritory who shall be duly commissioneé and 
quelified, which seid oath or affirmation shaN be certified and transmitted:by 
the person taking the same to th oo be by him recorded as aforesaid 
and afterward/the like Oath or affirmation-shall be taken certified and recorde’ | 
in such manner and form as may be proscribed by law. -< = 
Sec. 14.That the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Cimarron shall at its | 
first session or as soon thereafter- as it shall deem expediment,proceed to . 


Locate ang establish the seat of Government for said Territory at sych place 


as said AssembJy with the approval of the Governor,may desm eligible,which © 
placa’ however shall thereafter,be subject to be chanced by said Governor and 
legislative Assembly. , ; l = i 
Sec.15.T“at a Delagate to he House of Representatives of ths U.S.to serve 
during each Congress of the U.S.may ‘be selected by the voters qualified to ' 
@lect mombers of the legislative Assembly,who shall be entitled to thé same 
rights and/priviledges gs are exercised and enjoyed by the Delegate from ‘the 
several other Territoryes of the id fer ‘he said house of Representatives. . 


at when the /lands in s:id Territory shall be surveyed, under the ', 
direction’ of the Government of the UsS.prepatory to bring the same in to . 
murket,Sections numbered 16 and 56 in each Township in said Territory shall be, 
andthe samé are hereby set apart for the purpose of being avplied to common 


_ schools,when the State hereafter to be erected out of said Territory,may be 
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laid, on, ands in said Territory,and said lands shall oe taken for Homesteadm — 
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jag op Inia Ap anin the Unjdon, and no land leet iat lan script shall be 
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s52. 17. That a\Delagate to the 51"Congress,Ghief Justice, Two Associat Guatices 
Attornoy,Marshall,and School Superentendent, and Legislative Assembly as Provideé 
for herein,shall be elected on the same day that this act is submitted, for 
ratification by the people all of whome may be paid the U.S.the Salaries Contem- 
foes in Title 23,Chapter lof. the R.S.U.S.and on the same dey all Territorial, 
iatrict, County and Pracinct officers shall be elected,all of whome may hold 
- their offices until their successors,are qualified; Provided,that all Territorial 
District,County and Precinct Officers shall be elected on the First Tuesday 
after the First Monday in November 1890.and every two years thereaftor, except 
the officers heretofore elected and qualifted. l 
Sec.18.That the Constitution and all laws. of the U.S.which are rot locally ù 
in applicable shall have the same force and effect within the said Territory 
of Cimarron as else where with in the U.S.and the laws of Colorado shall apply 


\ 


as ar as applicable until otherwise provided for. 

Sec. 19"that--the Secretary of the Interior be and is hereby directed to cause 
the said Territory of Cimarron to be immediatly surveyed and Sectionalized, 
according to and pursuance of the laws of the survey of the public lands of 
the U.S.and of all of safd Territory is declared to be a land district of the 
U.S.for which a land office is hereby established at such place as may be də- 
signated in said Territory by the Secretary of the Intérior and there shall be 
appointed by the President by and with the Consent of the senate a Register 
and Receiver therefore who shall hold their offices for four years unless B 
sooner removed by the President. — , OF a 
“Sec,20.That neither the legislative assembly of said territory nor any county, \ 
township,town or city therein shall have power to create any indebtedness for 
any work of public tmprovement, or in ald of any railroad constructed, nor to 
subsorive for or’ purchase any shares of stock in any railroad or corporation. 


Sec.21 That all land in said territory of Gimarron shall be held and disposed 

of by the U.S. to actual settlers, in quantities not. to exceed 160 acras to 

any one head of a family or person over 21 gears of-age; and the inclosures now 
existing in said territory for grazing purposes,, and all inclosures not occiup= _ 
ied by persons entitled to homesteads arə declared illegal, and the govenor or ~“ 
president is hereby requested to cause the same to be. immediately removed. J 
Seo,22=-LThat at the election to be held on the 23d day of April, 1889 the 
territory shell bo divided into 7 counties of 24 townships each, and until - am T 
otherwise provided shall named -Bonton,Beaver, Shade, Springer, Turneor,Kilgoro, ~-~ 
and Sunset in consecutive order from east to west, That Benton and Beaver shill 
‘elect four representatives oach. Sunset two and.Shade,Springer,Turner and ` 
Kilgore one oach, Na A i l 

That the territory is hersby divided into three Counc. districts as follows: 

The first district shall be composed of Sunset,Kilgore and Turner; The 2d 
District of of the counties of Springer and Shade, and the 3d district shallbe 
composed of the counties of Benton and Boaver. And until otherwise provided, 

the third déstrict shall elect 2 mombars of Council:The 2d district shall select 

2 members of Council and the 3d district shall elect two: members-to be residents 
of the respective districts. The Council Districts shall constitute the . | 
judicial districts contemplated in sec. ll of this act. ‘/ ? 
Sec.23--That the people of ate territory lay no clame to/eminment domain, butwe 
assert our right to reap the reward of all the producte whither by nature or 


from cultivation of the soil and herehy authorize the legislathre to-enact suc 


F 


laws as may be/nesessary to carry out this object. 7 
Sec.24 That all salaried officers contemplated in this bot spat be appointed 


by and through the president paid by the/U.S, and no assessment shall be made 
~ for any personal property in this Territory.. is 
Senators. / | l Delogates. ; l ` 
L.MsHubbar mis CW. Bugboe " on a Ye l 
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‘yok. Linley / ie. ne yi on 
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B.O.Bertholf.: 


p ’ 


“§.H,Eikler President of the Senate. 
‘Joseph Hunter Speaker, of the House, 
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